
God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Three: The Age of Christ
Lesson Forty-Eight: Peter’s Epistles
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1 Peter 1:13-16; 2:1-5; 3:15-17; 5:6-9; 2 Peter 1:5-8; 1:19-21; 2:1-3; 3:9-13 
W
hile the focus of Paul’s work was primarily among Gentiles, the other apostles directed their efforts towards the Jews (Gal. 2:9). Of the two epistles which Peter penned, the first is directed to the “pilgrims of the Dispersion” a term used to describe Jews who had dispersed throughout the Gentile world (1 Pet. 1:1). 

Peter’s first epistle begins by praising God for what He has accomplished in the gospel of Jesus Christ (1:

3-12). He then moves to encourage Jewish Christians to be prepared and “rest your hope fully on the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1:13). Knowing that Jesus will come again should motivate the Christian to greater faithfulness.  This means recognizing our role as a priests to God. In Christ, there is no hereditary priesthood. Instead all Christians are a “holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ” (2:5). 


Being a Christian affects every aspect of a person’s life. Peter reminds the brethren of this as it concerns relationships to civil government (2:13-16), master and servant relationships (2:18-25), and relationships within the home (3:1-7). The Christian must live the kind of life which set a good example to the world around him. This means always being “ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear” (3:15). By living as we should, it will put to shame those who make false accusations against us (3:16).


Peter ends his first epistle by urging the brethren to be on guard against temptation. He warns, “the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour” (5:8). Christians can take comfort in the fact that we are not alone in our trials temptations. Rather, “the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in he world” (5:9).  


The second of Pete’s epistles is directed to Christians in general focuses on three themes. First, the Christian must grow spiritually. Peter offers a list of attributes Christians should “add” to their faith, concluding that possessing these things will keep one from being “barren and unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 1:5-8). Scripture does not come from man. Instead the writers of Scripture were “moved by the Holy Spirit” (1:21). Next, Peter warns of false teachers (2:1-3). Their deceptive efforts are dangerous and destructive. Finally, he warns them what will happen on the Day of Judgment. It is a mistake to see the Lord’s patience as slackness (3:9). Jesus will return “as a thief in the night” (3:10a). When he comes the present “heaven” (i.e. where the sun and stars are) “will pass away” (3:10b). The earth and all its works “will be burned up” (3:10c). What a frightening promise this would be, if not for the fact that in Christ, His people are promised, “new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells” (3:13). Our hope must not rest in this world, but in that which is to come upon the second coming of Jesus.
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	Week
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	48
	Galatians 1-3
	Galatians 4-6
	Ephesians 1-3
	Ephesians 4-6
	Philippians 1-2
	Philippians 3-4
	Colossians 1-2


Study Questions
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1.  Who are “pilgrims of the Dispersion” (1 Pet. 1:1)?

2.  In addition to being priests, what else does 1 Peter 2:5 say that Christian are?
 
3.  How is a woman to dress (1 Pet. 3:3-4)?

4.  How is a husband to treat his wife (1 Pet. 3:7)?


5.  What about the Christian life will seem “strange” to unbelievers (1 Pet. 4:3-4)?

6.  What are some ways we should be “sober” to guard against Satan (1 Pet. 5:8)?


7.  List the seven things Peter says Christians should “add” to their faith (2 Pet. 1:5-8). 


1)_____________________ 2) ______________________3) 


4)_____________________ 5) ______________________6) 



7)_____________________ 
8.  According to 2 Peter 1:21, how did holy men of God who wrote Scripture “speak?”

9.  Some falsely teach that one cannot lost salvation after becoming a Christian. What does 2 Peter 2:18-22 teach about this?

10.  Some teach that the earth will not be destroyed, but rejuvenated by fire when the Lord returns. What does 2 Peter 3:7-13 teach regarding this false doctrine? 




Key Passage: “Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever” (1 Peter 1:22-23, NKJV).
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